











This	paper	 calls	 for	 a	green	cultural	criminology	 that	 is	more	attuned	 to	narrative	 and	a	






















































narrative	 criminology	 can	 add	 something	 to	 the	 two	 established	 criminological	






green	 cultural	 criminology	 and	 vice	 versa.	 More	 specifically—and	 in	 dialogue	 with	 Presser,	
Sandberg	and	others	working	in	the	emerging	vein	of	narrative	criminology,	as	well	as	those	who	







desistance	 from	 harmful	 action.	 Drawing	 inspiration	 from	 Cronon	 (1992:	 1368),	 who	
suggests	 that	 ‘[w]e	narrate	 the	 triumphs	and	 failures	of	 our	pasts	 [and]	 tell	 stories	 to	
explore	the	alternative	choices	that	might	lead	to	feared	or	hoped‐for	futures’,	this	paper	
suggests	that	we	explore	stories	about	what	environmental	harms	are	occurring	or	might	
transpire—a	 project	 somewhat	 akin	 to	 Wilson’s	 (2014:	 111)	 notion	 of	 ‘crime	 in	
literature’.3		
2. Narratives	or	stories	can,	may	and	possess	the	potential	to	shape	future	action	(or	can	












Two	 questions	 pertaining	 to	 the	 scope	 of	 narrative	 criminology	 animate	 and	 help	 orient	my	
argument.	 First,	 as	 Sandberg	 and	 colleagues	 (2014:	 282)	 explain,	 ‘[n]arrative	 criminology	
emphasises	how	stories	promote	harmful	action	 (Presser	2009)	and	has	 typically	 studied	 the	
stories	 of	 offenders’.	 But	 why	 focus	 on	 the	 stories	 of	 offenders?	 If,	 as	 Presser	 (2009:	 189)	
describes,	‘narrative	applies	to	both	perpetrators	and	bystanders;	it	can	explain	passive	tolerance	
of	 harmful	 action’	 (Presser	 2009:	 189),	 why	 has	 narrative	 criminology	 concentrated	 on	 the	
perpetrators?	 Should	 we	 not	 look	 at	 us	 as	 both	 perpetrators	 of	 and	 as	 bystanders	 to	
environmental	harm?	
	
Second,	why	has	narrative	criminology	 limited	 itself	 to	non‐fiction	which,	with	 few	exceptions	
(see,	for	example,	Colvin	2015;	Keeton	2015),	has	been	its	ambit?	Presser	and	Sandberg	(2015:	


















cultural	 forms;	 (2)	 dedicates	 increased	 attention	 to	 patterns	 of	 consumption,	 constructed	



















2. Identifying	 the	 disturbing	 pattern	 in	 children’s	 literature	 of	 individualizing	
environmental	degradation	(for	example,	attributing	global	warming	only	to	personal	
transportation	choices)	and	excluding	any	reference	to	the	role	of	corporate	entities	









interest	 of	 future	 generations.	 Such	 processes	 of	 ‘adultification’	 (Hayward	 2012,	


































reflect,	 and	 help	 us	 understand,	 the	 complex	 nature	 of	 values,	 identities,	 cultures,	 and	
communities’	(see	also	2010:	455).	Allhoff	and	Buciak	(2013:	232)	assert	that	‘[f]ictional	work	
can	be	seen	as	a	mirror	of	society,	its	fears	and	hopes’,	what	I	might	call	‘narrative	as	reflection’.	

















Literary	 fiction,	 however,	 can	 present	 climate	 change	 as	 a	 linear	 phenomenon—as	 a	 whole	












man	 for	 something	 called	 the	Beard‐Einstein	Conflation,	 is	 a	 short,	 fat,	 balding,	
much‐married	 man	 of	 immense	 bodily	 appetites	 and	 scant	 self‐discipline.	 He	
rapaciously	 consumes	 food,	 women	 and	 drink,	 with	 little	 regard	 for	 the	
consequences.	 He’s	 a	 resolute	 short‐termist,	 fearful	 of	 commitment	 and	 of	
becoming	a	father,	living	for	the	here	and	now.	His	behaviour	is	a	local	example	of	






inertia,	 Beard—gluttonous,	 avaricious,	 lustful,	 slothful,	 proud,	 envious,	 angry—abuses	 his	
spherical	body	for	the	sake	of	instant	gratification	in	a	manner	that	all	too	obviously	echoes	the	
way	his	species	abuses	the	planet...	.	Beard,	like	the	human	race,	must	reap	what	he	has	sown’.	Or,	
as	 Kakutani	 (2010)	 observes,	 ‘[t]his	 self‐deluding	 scientist	 will	 come	 to	 embody	 just	 about	
everything	that	has	brought	about	the	climate‐change	crisis	in	the	first	place:	greed,	heedlessness	
and	a	willful	refusal	to	think	about	consequences	or	the	future’.	Or,	as	Kirn	(2010)	writes,	Beard	





altruistic	 attempt	 to	 take	 the	 long	 view’	 (Jones	 2010),	 it	 is	 no	wonder	 so	many	Americans—


























Parable	 of	 the	 Talents	 (1998)),	 James	 Howard	 Kunstler’s	World	Made	 By	 Hand	 (2008),	 and	
Margaret	Atwood’s	dystopian	MaddAddam	trilogy	(Oryx	and	Crake	(2003);	The	Year	of	the	Flood	
(2009);	MaddAddam	(2013)).	Butler’s	Parable	Series—which	envisions	the	socioeconomic	and	




The	 brilliant	 Octavia	 Butler—the	 late,	 great	 science	 fiction	 writer—saw	 this	
coming.	In	her	apocalyptic	1993	novel	‘Parable	of	the	Sower’,	the	United	States	has	
come	apart,	torn	asunder	by	the	pressures	generated	by	the	devastation	of	climate	
change.	 And	 because	 she	 understood	 her	 nation	 so	 well,	 her	 novel	 features	



















assert:	 ‘[n]arrative	 criminology	 contests	 the	 popular	 notion	 that	 stories	 only	 rationalize	 past	
action.	Boldly,	it	professes	that	stories	also	inspire	action	[emphasis	in	original]’.8	The	idea	that	







with	 problems	may	 be	 forestalled.	 For	 example,	 some	 suggest	 that	 we	 need	 not	 change	 our	
ecocidal	 ways	 because	 we	 will	 come	 up	 with	 a	 technological	 fix	 (see	 Brisman	 2015	 for	 an	
analysis).	 Putting	 aside	 the	 question	 of	 whether	we	 can	 actually	 create	 such	 ‘technologies	 of	










unlimited	 hydrogen‐based	 energy—a	 technology	 designed	 to	 create	 cheap	 renewable	 energy	
through	 a	 process	 of	 artificial	 photosynthesis.	 Antrim	 (2010)	 observes	 ‘that	 even	 our	 most	
illustrious	figures	can’t	resist	dark	urges:	to	lie,	to	cheat,	to	steal’,	while	Kirn	(2010)	describes	that	
‘Beard	is	only	moments	away	from	throwing	the	switch	on	the	magical	machine	that	may	stave	
























future	which	 terrifies	 him	 into	 taking	 care	of	 the	Earth.	Both	 examples	 here	 are	 of	 children’s	
books,	 and	elsewhere	 (Brisman	2013;	 see	 also	Brisman	and	 South	2015,	 in	press	 a,	 c)	 I	 have	
commented	 on	 the	 odd	 dynamic	 in	 which	 children’s	 stories	 tend	 to	 encourage	 responsible	
environmental	stewardship	without	any	mention	of	adult	accountability.	But	placed	in	contrast	
































more	 fruitful	 directive	 of	 Richard	 Ericson	 and	 Kevin	 Carriere	 (1994:	 108):	 ‘“the	 only	 viable	
academic	responsibility	is	to	encourage	people	to	let	their	minds	wander,	to	travel	intellectually	




particularly	 salient	 when	 considering	 the	 appropriateness	 of	 adding	 a	 literary	 bend	 to	 the	


















Making	 Good:	How	 Ex‐Convicts	 Reform	 and	 Rebuild	 Their	 Lives,	 arguably	 serves	 as	 the	 intellectual	 precursor	 to	
narrative	 criminology,	 has	 stated	 that	 ‘the	 human	 being	 is	 fundamentally	 a	 storytelling	 creature—or	 “homo	
narrativus”	 (Ferrand	 and	Weil	 2001)’,	 a	 perspective	 that	 resonates	with	 Joyce	 Carol	 Oates’	 contention	 that	 ‘our	
species	is	a	storytelling	species’	(quoted	in	Williams	2014:	9).	Colvin	(2015:	213)	suggests	that	we	engage	with	stories	
‘to	escape	isolation	and	feel	part	of	a	human	community	of	experience’,	while	O’Connor	(2015:	175),	the	‘community	
of	 uptake’	 that	 develops	with	 and	 from	 reactions	 to	 stories	which,	 in	 turn,	 can	 ‘influence	 and	promote	 not	 only	




















At	 some	 juncture,	 then,	 narrative	 criminology	 will	 need	 to	 contemplate	 the	 continued	 efficacy	 of	 transposing	
‘narrative’	with	‘story’.	Already,	there	is	some	appreciation	of	difference.	Sandberg	and	Tutenges	(2015:	153)	assert	
that	 ‘[a]	narrative	can	emphasize	either	content	or	 form,	and	 it	can	consider	either	 the	whole	story	or	parts	of	 it	
(Lieblich	et	al.	1998)	[emphasis	added]’.	O’Connor	(2015:	174)	asks	whether	a	‘story	is	merely	a	sequence	of	events	
and	narrative	is	the	shaping	of	events’,	while	stressing	that	‘the	positioning	of	the	teller	is	crucial	[in	narratives	and	
stories],	 both	 toward	 the	 material	 told	 and	 toward	 her	 or	 his	 audience’.	 In	 fleshing	 out	 a	 distinction	 between	
‘narrative’	 and	 ‘story’,	 narrative	 criminologists	might	 consider	 how	other	 social	 sciences	 have	 engaged	with	 the	
terms.	For	example,	the	environmental	historian,	William	Cronon,	uses	them	interchangeably,	while	admitting	that	
‘a	technical	distinction	that	can	be	made	between	them.	For	some	literary	critics	and	philosophers	of	history,	“story”	
































9	 See	 Pellow	 (2004:	 514),	who	 stresses	 the	 role	 of	 agency—‘the	 power	 of	 populations	 confronting	 environmental	
inequalities	to	shape	the	outcomes	of	these	conflicts’—in	the	context	of	environmental	(in)justice	and	(in)equality.	







11	According	 to	Bonneuil	 (2015:	17),	 ‘[s]tories	matter	 for	 the	Earth.	 Indeed,	 the	stories	 that	 the	elites	of	 industrial	
modernity	have	 told	 themselves—about	nature	 as	 external	 and	purposeless,	 about	 the	world	 as	 resource,	 about	
human	exemptionalism,	about	progress	and	freedom	as	an	escape	from	nature’s	determinations	and	limits,	about	
technology	 as	 quasi‐autonomous	 prime	 mover—have	 served	 as	 the	 cultural	 origins	 and	 conditions	 of	 the	
Anthropocene	(Merchant	1980;	Descola	2013;	Bonneuil	and	Fressoz	2015).	In	the	same	way	the	kind	of	stories	we	
tell	ourselves	today	about	the	Anthropocene	can	shape	the	kind	of	geohistorical	future	we	will	inhabit’.		
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